Class of 61 — Reunion

June 2019 — Bulletin 44

Peter Turner Owen Thompson Clive Jones Rod le Roux Werner Iligner
2016 Organising Committee

I wrote to you a couple of weeks back advising of the death of Fiddle Chapman. I called his wife,
Megan, and offered our condolences.
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Selwyn Goddard, of the Class of ‘62 and also a close friend of Fiddles’, sent me
this message:

"I had a call from Megan Chapman late yesterday afternoon. She called to express
her families thanks to each and every one who sent messages of condolence. She
mentioned that the boys checked Fiddle’s Old Boys blazer and tie but the blazer
was too small. A family decision was made and Fiddle was cremated wearing
them. Megan said he was one of the best dressed at the Crematorium. All seems to
have gone off well and I promised to forward this message to all.”

I also had an email in May from Rod le Roux in which he advised as follows:

“I am not sure if I had let you know that my health had taken a bit of a turn for the
worse toward the end of last year and I was struggling with getting around and
experfencing retaining fluid, swelling of feet and ankles among other symptoms.

Anyway long story short, 6 weeks ago I underwent open heart surgery to replace
the tricuspid valve which had packed up - not the usual valve replacement op so
after 5 hours in theatre I have a new ‘tissue’ valve and will know after Monday
whether it has done what was intended when I see the specialist after X-rays and ECG. I have
exceeded all predictions in terms of recovery and had only 4 days in ICU and 3 days in the High care
Cardiac and Thoracic unit before being allowed home. I have made steady progress and am managing
to increase my walks every day and hope to be driving again soon although I am still experiencing
discomfort as the chest and surrounding area knits and mends. I was very blessed with the best
treatment - the surgeon (who had 2 years training in SA) is head of heart and thoracic surgery at
Oxford where I had the op - he had the best of team to support him at the teaching hospital.

At the moment thoughts of travel to SA are vague - I was supposed to be there in June but don't think
I can manage the trip just yet. I am looking to October when I hope Gill can join me and then perhaps
do Founders at the same time - it is still early days so will have to see. "

I would ask all of you to share any personal news that you believe would be of interest to all members
of our group.

Kind regards
Werner Iligner (on behalf of the 2016 Organising Committee)
Landline: 011 7872953/043 7368980
Cell: 083 6020296

Email: werner@illgner.net




